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Mantle swapping...?? t 

Last weekend in Switzerland MXGP saw the^-^ 
Tony Cairoli of old...but we were then reminded 
of the younger generation as Tim Gajser and 
Romain Febvre surged through to take control of 
the second moto at Frauenfeld-Gachnang. Tony 
played the ‘bigger picture’ for the GP win but 
Gajser now stands on the edge of title destiny 

Photo by Ray Archer 
















Time for the Ring... 

Dani Pedrosa will be a busy man at this weekend’s 
NeroGiardini Motorrad Grand Prix von Osterreichas 
as MotoGP starts the second half of the eighteen 
round season. The Red Bull ring at Spielberg should 
be a fast and Ducati-happy course but the teams 
have had time to get set for the mostly right-turning 
layout after the recent post-Sachsenring test 

Photo by CormacGP 
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Ready to run... 

Just a few days lay in store before KTM’s MotoGP 
project takes another step towards finalisation. 
Thomas Luthi gave the RC-16 a run at the recent 
Spielberg test and now the whole team and 2017 
livery will be presented at the same venue this 
weekend at the first MotoGP race in Austria for 
almost two decades. The bike will be racing at the 
final fixture at Valencia in November 
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WITHOUT LIMITS 

The way you ride a bike has changed over the years. Our 2017 FLEXAIR racewear has 
evolved to match the progressive style of Ken Roczen. Now you can ride as free and 
unrestricted as the world’s best racers. 



X 

H 

TRLDRI 

TRLMOTION 

LIGHTWEIGHT 

STRETCH 

VENTING 

COMFORT 

DURABLE 


F L EX/J / n 










GRAND PRIX OF SWITZERLAND <p 

FRAUENFELD-GACHNANG • AUGUST 7th ■ Rnd 15 of 18 


MXGP winner: Tony Cairoli, KTM 
MX2 winner: Max Anstie, Husqvarna 


ROGGENBURG 2001: THE DATE AND THE PLACE OF THE LAST 
SWISS GRAND PRIX MEANT THAT THE FIFTEENTH ROUND OF 
MXGP THIS SEASON WAS A NEW EXPERIENCE FOR EVERY RIDER 
THAT LINED UP IN THE GATE AT FRAUENFELD-GACHNANG. TONY 
CAIROLI AND MAX ANSTIE MIGHT HAVE RUN OUT AS WINNERS 
BUT THERE WAS PLENTY GOING ON NORTH OF ZURICH FOR 
ARGUABLY THE BEST FIXTURE OF THE YEAR SO FAR 
By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 










T he towering vats of the adjacent sugar 
factory could be seen from anywhere in 
the paddock. It was appropriate that the 
facility - that provided much of the flat asphalt 
space and a prerequisite for any modern day 
Grand Prix event - was not the only ‘sweet’ el¬ 
ement of what was a stirring and vibrant return 
for MXGP to Switzerland: a soft, very rutted 
and rough course was challenging yet quick 
and jumpy. The sunshine and blue skies were 
a key factor of any exterior sporting event. 

The second motos of both MX2 and MXGP 
kept the watching hoards transfixed for differ¬ 
ent reasons (a duel for victory for a local-born 
rider and an unpredictable tussle in MXGP 
with three different leaders) and lastly the new 
Frauenfeld-Gachnang facility was already full. 
The mix of mostly Swiss but some Italian, Ger¬ 
man and Slovenian public thrown in for good 
measure filled the circuit and created an elec¬ 
tric atmosphere for undoubtedly one of most 
memorable Grands Prix of the year. 

Record pre-event sales for Youthstream and 
the Swiss organisers were a good sign that 
round fifteen of eighteen would be well-re¬ 
ceived. In truth it was hard to see how Frau- 
enfeld could manage to accommodate many 
more people. An official figure came in at 
45,000 for the weekend and for once there 
were not many eyebrows raised to what is 
usually a number that has to be taken with a 
pinch of salt. Flowever the meeting could easily 
have taken a turn for the damp. The summer 
storms in the build-up meant that circuit was 
still very muddy during Saturday practice and 
qualification. Thankfully the weekend was not 
a washout. 

With the capable and efficient organisation of 
Assen next on the calendar the Swiss fixture 
helped give MXGP and strong final flourish to 
the European stint of the schedule and then 
with two very different American flavours to 
finish the season. The 2016 FIM gongs for 
best organisation and circuit might be already 
marked ‘Frauenfeld-Gachnang’. 


In sporting terms MXGP is readying itself for 
the coronation of a back-to-back champion in 
different categories for the first time this cen¬ 
tury. Plonda Gariboldi’s Tim Gajser may have 
fallen in the first moto and recovered to ninth 
but his catch-and-pass of Tony Cairoli in the 
second race and resistance to Romain Febvre 
while whipping and scrubbing his way around 
the flat layout was an encapsulation of the 
effect he has had in his rookie term. Fourteen 
podiums from fifteen and 99 points ahead with 
just 150 left to gain means Gajser could make 
Assen the scene of title celebrations for the 
second year in a row. 



Cairoli might be confusing fans and media with 
his changes between factory KTM 350SX-F and 
450SX-F machinery (he was back on the 450 
in Switzerland after two races on the smaller 
cc engine) but his growing confidence with 
the development work for 2017 meant he was 
an uncatchable force in the first moto; just his 
fourth chequered flag from thirty this season. 
Even a last lap mistake with a backmarker in 
the second race was not enough to prevent a 
third overall win for ’16. 
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In MX2 Suzuki’s Jeremy Seewer almost gave 
cause for the Swiss throng to want to purchase 
tickets for 2017 straightaway with a compelling 
duel with Rockstar Energy’s Max Anstie and 
even though he led the second moto and kept 
pace with the impressive Brit he just didn’t 
have enough to dislodge his rival, who won for 
the second week in a row and in what is his 
final throes in MX2 before thinking of MXGP 
for next year. The category lacked the Red Bull 
KTM’s of Jeffrey Herlings and Pauls Jonass 
for the second race in succession and Dylan 
Ferrandis was also ruled out for the year. The 
picture in MX2 involves ‘increased heat’ once 
more for Herlings. After a points advantage 
nearing 150, the gap has dwindled to 43 in very 
much a case of double deja vu for the Dutch¬ 
man. Herlings skipped any risk of further injury 
in Switzerland to begin riding this week and to 
be in fine fettle for the sand of his home Grand 
Prix in three weeks and where he hopes to re¬ 
invigorate his squash on the class after a three 
race breather. 


Like it or not Herlings is under pressure to en¬ 
sure that a third crown - and a third attempt at 
one - does not slip away but it is hard to imag¬ 
ine a more favourable location and terrain for 
‘84’ to get back in the mix. Seewer is the rider 
in pursuit but the Swiss downplayed his chanc¬ 
es and his pre-season goal of a top three finish 
for 2016 is now almost assured thanks to a 121 
gap over Benoit Paturel; the Frenchman solid to 
a 3-3 at Frauenfeld-Gachnang. 























Indecision or thoroughness from Tony Cairoli? There is also the slowly improving state of the 
After two Grands Prix and a podium finish with former champion, and his lack of peak strength 

the 350SX-F the Sicilian was back on a 450 to handle the 450 was one of the reasons to 

and - confusingly for his fans - rode to a 1-5 look in the direction of his past title winning 

(should have been a 1-3) for his third win of the mount. “My speed is there and it is getting 

year. The reason for the switch was down to an better,” he offered on the weekend generally. “I 

effort to fully evaluate both factory bikes and controlled the first race and the track was very 

with the addition of 2018 components; some of deep and technical; very nice.” 
which are only just filtering out of Mattighofen. 

It was unusual to see Cairoli make the basic 
“My goal is to choose as soon as possible the mistake of misjudging a backmarker’s reac- 
bike for next year. It is not that we skip the tion on the last lap of the second moto and in 

350,” 222 said after talking about the technical tumbling to fifth he almost threw away a decent 

and physical difficulty of changing riding styles weekend of work in which he also rode to Pole 

for the bikes - the 350 demanding more corner Position on Saturday. “The podium was enough 

speed and fluidity to compensate for the lack of for the [overall] win in the second moto but on 
torque the 450 brings. the last lap...those mistakes shouldn’t happen! 

I had some trouble with a lapped rider and had 
a small crash, losing some time with my leg 
stuck in the rut. I lost two positions and was 
very pissed off. I had been riding very con- 
servative and carefully to make sure of the win. 
Anyway we got the overall, which is the most 
important.” 




Tim Gajser is on the verge of greatness. His 
impact on MXGP in 2016 has dwarfed even 
that of Romain Febvre’s in 2015; a feat by 
a rookie that many believed would be hard 
to repeat. The Slovenian has only missed 
the rostrum once all season and has a 50% 
win rate from all the motos so far. 99 points 
ahead and Gajser knows a startling record- 
book entry is very close. “It is just three 
races to go,” he said. “We are closing to the 
end and we are starting to think a bit about 
it...and being smarter. A mistake like the 
one in the first race could cost me the title.” 

When asked why and how Gajser has been 
able to rattle through MXGP with such 
venom his fellow podiumees in Switzerland, 
Tony Cairoli and Romain Febvre, were able 
to offer an opinion. “He was good on the 
250 and rode a lot on the 450 before,’” said 
Febvre. “If you have good speed and condi¬ 
tioning and take a lot of holeshots then it is 
easier.” 

“He is a big talent also,” added Cairoli. 
“From last year he showed that he would be 
a contender for the title this year. What he 
does on the bike is not normal; some things 
you see are very technical, very aggressive 
and nice style. 
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A hard week for the world champion. Ro- 
main Febvre was barely consolable after 
three crashes in the second moto at Lom- 
mel the Sunday prior to Switzerland and 
pulled out of the race to tackle some men¬ 
tal demons at his capitulation. He wasn’t 
much happier on Saturday at Frauenfeld 
and admitted that he fought bitterly to 
find a feeling and rhythm on the track. On 
Sunday he was more competitive although 
that angry streak re-appeared with a first 
moto crash that demoted him four positions 
down to eighth and probably cost him his 
first overall triumph since the Grand Prix 
of France. In the second outing ‘461’ was 
back to his marauding self and only his lack 
of race fitness prevented another authen¬ 
tic scrap with Gajser; his kindred spirit of 
speed and relentlessness in the class. 










It is easy to be cynical about the Supermoto- 
cross Riders’ Cup (the title still doesn’t sit eas¬ 
ily - maybe resurrecting the ‘Masters’ would 
have worked). After all it is yet another non- 
obligatory race in already packed schedules for 
AMA and MXGP athletes and with the intention 
that the manufacturers cherry pick their best 
athletes from both series. The ramifications for 
MXGP are already hefty with eighteen rounds, 
the Nations and an end of season volley of 
three back-to-back events including two flya- 
ways. October is traditionally the ‘down’ month 
after initial next-season tests and before physi¬ 
cal training ramps up in November. For riders 
in the American series it is another commit¬ 
ment in between the established Monster Ener¬ 
gy Cup and the Red Bull Straight Rhythm and 
another date that practically ensures that their 
time away from the sport is minimal (and thus 
the chances of burn-out higher). 

A novel premise and an entry list that is al¬ 
most starting to dwarf the Motocross of Na¬ 
tions (Gajser, Bobryshev & Paulin for Honda, 
KTM confirming in Switzerland that Dungey, 
Musquin and Herlings will ride in orange and 
Jason Anderson, Max Nagl and Zach Osborne 
for Husqvarna and with Yamaha, Kawasaki 
and Suzuki to come so expect Romain Febvre 
and maybe Cooper Webb and Eli Tomac to be 
in the frame) means the buzz around SMX is 
becoming harder to dismiss. 

Talking at the surprising announcement by 
KTM, FIM Motocross Commission head Tony 
Skillington described the SMX as a “unique 
opportunity” and it is increasingly looking this 
way. There is little doubt that it is being pro¬ 
moted very well, and almost like a prizefight 
with Youthstream talking up an entry list and 
set of battle lines that could scarcely have 
been imagined when the idea surfaced. The 
‘motocross indoors’ spectacle was originally 
supposed to be a Grand Prix date on the 2016 
calendar until political pressure meant the 
fixture was stripped of World Championship 
status. The angle of athletes competing for 
manufacturers comes loosely from an idea by 
Youthstream President Giuseppe Luongo based 
around a pre-financial crisis scheme for a Pro- 


Am Cup gathering according to brands. It was 
a bold project that was talked about but never 
realised. 

SMX already has headline-grabbers but it is 
the influence and impact of the event that will 
be important. If the crowds arrive, if the format 
works, if the racing sets tongues wagging... 
then it could be the precursor to a new kind of 
motocross: a strand of MXGP that can exist in 
stadium settings and tap into all the obvious 
advantages normally found with Supercross. 

It might sound far-fetched but a spectacle 
like the Paris-Lilie Supercross could perhaps 
mutate into a Grand Prix and the landscape of 
world championship MX shifts immensely. A 
third of the MXGP calendar could happen un¬ 
der stadium roofs. Even though it is a tentative 
first litmus test, there will be many observers 
watching the Veltins Arena carefully to gauge 
the reaction and potential for far more. 
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Frauenfeld was a home Grand Prix for Jeremy 
Seewer and an outlet for Swiss fans deprived 
of MXGP for fifteen years. The turnout for 
Saturday was impressive and superseded even 
the attendances seen at some other events on 
raceday. Seewer set the scene nicely and gave 
local media plenty of ammunition to hype the 
meeting further with his run to a noisily appre¬ 
ciated Pole Position. It was easy to joke with 
the twenty-two year old that it seemed like 
he won his first Grand Prix already; the Swiss 
already rivalling French and British crowds for 
atmosphere and support. Although on Sunday 
he almost made it happen and for forty-eight 
blissful hours ‘91’ was on the foamy crest of 
a career-high wave and was a suitable case 
study for the effects of home advantage. 

“It is difficult to talk about it but the main 
thing is a load of pressure and it started from 
the moment the Grand Prix was announced,” 
he explained. “I knew I would need to handle 
that pressure on the day because there would 
be a lot of people expecting you to do well 
and you put that on yourself. You think ‘yeah, I 
want to show them something’. It is the tricki¬ 
est part to handle, and you make the decision 
to use the home crowd to turn up the fire in¬ 
side you....otherwise it gets worse and you f**k 
it up. You have to handle it well in your mind 
and I feel happy and relaxed. It was amazing 
to be out there on the bike and do those big 
jumps and hear the crowd pushing you.” 

“The Nations is always huge but it is a lot of 
people for lots of countries. Whereas here 
you are The Man’ for many spectators and 
that is something completely new for me. For 
sure you go to bed feeling a bit different and 
I didn’t sleep that well on Friday because the 
body and mind were rotating a little bit. I think 
it is worse than that excitement you have for 
Christmas! It’s hard to explain but something 
is there inside you compared to another race. 
You have to handle it well, especially for a 
Swiss motocrosser because it won’t happen 
many times in your career.” 


Seewer almost brought the house down in the 
second moto. He did the hard work by catch¬ 
ing and passing Max Anstie but the move on 
lap eight of eighteen was perhaps too soon as 
Anstie was able to watch lines and analyse and 
then re-take control. In the end the pair were 
split by 1.4 seconds. “I had a couple of better 
lines in the beginning and the guy in second 
place can always copy,” he reflected. “I saw 
at one stage I had a better line but then his 
changed a bit; there were some small things 
that made the difference in the end and maybe 
it was just two corners on the track that sepa¬ 
rated winning from coming second.” 

Anstie, technically brilliant for the second 
weekend in a row, was moved to comment: 

“It was an awesome race and it felt like all of 
Switzerland was behind Jeremy. I couldn’t liter¬ 
ally hear my own bike.” 
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The Grand Prix of Switzerland existed largely 
thanks to the work and perseverance and per¬ 
suasive skills of Willy Laderach, a former racer 
and promoter and CEO of the MXGP Switzerland 
organisation, who not only sourced the Frauenfeld- 
Gachnang site but jumped the many hurdles to 
make the event a reality. The close locale of fac¬ 
tory and industrial infrastructure afforded much 
assistance while the adjacent motorway and prox¬ 
imity of Zurich airport (just thirty mins) were also 
advantages. Driving past the temporary circuit 
on Monday morning it was something of a pleas¬ 
ant surprise to see how spotless the site was and 
how many features of the event had already been 
removed. We spoke to Laderach on the morning 
of his race meeting about finally seeing the gate 
drop on a long-term project. 

Just how tricky was it to bring MXGP back to this 
country? 

It is not easy to have permission for a big mot- 
orsport event in Switzerland. It is a very ‘green’ 
country and too many people speak too much and 
go crazy on this subject so it was a hard job to 
find a way we could build this track and have the 
authority to run this MXGP. 

Why here in Frauenfeld-Gachnang? 

The possibilities for organising a Grand Prix are 
limited by the paddock ground. We have nice 
tracks in this country but not the facilities. So we 
had to find a new place and we are very happy 
with the partnership that we have with the Swiss 
Sugar factory that allows us to have a paddock of 
around ten hectares with fresh water, electric and 
everything. Of course we needed a track and an 
open and young farmer liked the idea and allowed 
us to build. It is very nice for us to hear and see 
that the riders like the track. The feedback from 
the spectators with the views and grandstands has 
also been positive. It means so far that we are on 
the right path. 

Are you happy with how the circuit is responding 
and reacting with the sheer volume of people? Is 
the event running how you imagined? 

Very happy. We are doing this for the first time 
and there is a part of you that does not know 
exactly how it will be and what will work and what 
doesn’t. We have some little points we can make 
better for next year but not necessarily things that 


the public sees or thinks about. We are happy with 
the construction and set-up. 

Is it true you had visits from national politicians 
on Friday? How did that go? 

Yes, we did meet with the major and the highest 
people from other government committees and 
they were very impressed with what they saw. 

They couldn’t have imagined the size of the opera¬ 
tion and how professional it would look. It was a 
good step to perhaps building the track perma¬ 
nently and we are really hoping for that. It would 
be a circuit only for this event and not for prac¬ 
tice. 

Many other GP tracks have come and gone in the 
time that Switzerland last hosted a Grand Prix. 
Some had multi-year contracts but could not 
make the event happen again. Are you optimistic 
that MXGP will come back to Frauenfeld? 

Our system is different to many others. Quite a 
few other GP organising committees are a club 
normally with old members and some not so mo¬ 
tivated. It was clear to us from the beginning that 
we’d have to create a new company: MXGP Swiss. 
We are ten members and investors and from our 
resources we organise the GP. I hope for the first 
time we can break even and then make a plan for 
the future; which we will do. We need to learn a 
little bit but I am sure that MXGP Switzerland will 
have a very good position. 

Because fifteen years is a long time to wait...it is 
a new generation of fans... 

Yes! It is a long time. We are very proud that we 
had such good pre-event sales. We have invested 
a lot of money and also time and we are really 
happy that the public has responded. Maybe this 
event is not a financial success in the first year 
but we need a degree of success with the public 
and that they like the event. 

Then you have another (nice) problem: making 
more space for the crowd... 

No problem! We can build the grandstands 100% 
bigger. One ‘nice’ piece of news I had this morning 
was that the highway was jammed because there 
was too much traffic. Now it is OK because we 
have opened the parking areas but it was great to 
see! 
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For the second Grand Prix in a row Red Bull 
KTM had scarce representation in the class 
that they dominated with four different riders 
between 2008 and 2014. The Austrians were 
somewhat relieved however with their main 
MX2 contender - Jeffrey Herlings - confirmed 
as part of the works team for another three 
years. They watched with interest as Jeremy 
Seewer grabbed 44 points to narrow Herlings’ 
advantage in the standings to 43 with three 
rounds and 150 to go. 


For the second year in a row Dylan Ferrandis 
failed to see the end of a Grand Prix season. 

A clash of lines between the Czech GP winner 
and Thomas Covington after the Finish Line 
jump in Timed Practice put the Frenchman on 
the ground and subsequently nursing two bro¬ 
ken bones in his right arm with surgery hap¬ 
pening on that same evening back in France. 
The incident meant that the MX2 class in 
Switzerland was robbed of three riders in the 
top five of the world championship standings. 
For Ferrandis another edition of the Motocross 
of Nations goes begging and it remains to 
be seen how much of his move to the United 
States and link-up with Star Racing Yamaha 
will be affected. 










Just three years ago Valentin Guillod was 
winning the EMX250 European Championship 
in a small, private team funded by KTM Swit¬ 
zerland. MX2 podiums and victories came and 
went along with a sporadically eye-catching 
first season in MXGP. The future of the likea¬ 
ble 24 year old is somewhat unclear however. 
A fondness for Yamaha - his brand of the past 
two terms - is not being reciprocated and 
the Swiss’ face doesn’t seem to fit with the 
company’s plans. Guillod, who was one of the 
central figures for the ample Frauenfeld pub¬ 
lic’s attention, is one of several riders’ whose 
future has yet to be set and a second moto 
crash thankfully without injury overshadowed 
his efforts on home terrain. 

















Max Nagl recently confirmed a one year 
extension to his Husqvarna contract with the 
Rockstar Energy IceOne squad but there was 
still no official news on Gautier Paulin despite 
common knowledge that the Frenchman was 
set to be the German’s teammate in 2017 and 
transfer to his fifth factory effort since 2009. 
With Max Anstie also contracted to IceOne, 
speculation gathered as to whether Kimi 
Raikkonen’s crew would field three athletes 
or Anstie would be nudged to the satellite 
Ottobiano Husky set-up. Nagl’s progress with 
the FC450 meant two podiums in the Czech 
Republic and Belgium but his starts and an 
injured finger on his left clutch hand ensured 
that he missed out at Frauenfeld-Gachnang 
and was a disappointing twelfth overall. A 
quick mention for Husqvarna’s Pascal Rauche- 
necker who took a break from Enduro World 
Championship duty to make a fine motocross 
return in MX2 and grabbed ninth overall. 
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Gautier Paulin rode to fourth after a lacklustre 
Belgian round of MXGP the previous week that 
plunged the form and potential of the excep¬ 
tional Grand Prix winner to a fresh low in the 
premier class. The ‘21VHRC combination ap¬ 
peared to be badly on the wane until some im¬ 
proved starts arrested the problem somewhat 
at Frauenfeld-Gachnang. Paulin’s inclusion in 
the French team (and reigning champions) for 
the Motocross of Nations at the expense of 
Red Bull KTM’s Marvin Musquin - who has had 
a very decent first term on the 450SX-F in the 
United States - came as something of a sur¬ 
prise only three days before the Swiss Grand 
Prix. 

After two years of standout performances the 
French were looking a little shaky for Maggiora. 
Dylan Ferrandis was a strong contender for the 
250 slot and has clearly been the rider most 
likely to threaten Jeffrey Flerlings in 2016 and 
Dylan was also part of the ’14 Nations win¬ 
ning trio in Latvia (and was coming back from 
injury at Ernee last year). World Champion 
Romain Febvre enjoyed a strong campaign 
until his concussion at the British Grand Prix 
and Musquin must aggrieved to miss the team 
after Paulin’s winless (not even a moto suc¬ 
cess...even though he bagged three podiums 
after returning from broken ribs and a frac¬ 
tured vertebrae) campaign. The inescapable 
truth is that Gautier has always delivered for 
the French. He won his first Nations moto on 
a Yamaha in 2009 and again in 2011 while his 
dominant double on the Kawasaki in 2014 is 
not easily forgotten. The champions must be 
hoping that the outgoing Honda man would 
find some mojo in the remaining three MXGPs 
and gain some needed confidence before Mag¬ 
giora beckons (where Paulin won the inaugural 
Grand Prix of the revitalized circuit in 2013). 

As for Ferrandis his slot now almost certainly 
looks destined for Kemea Yamaha’s Benoit 
Paturel as Musquin has already committed to 
a short holiday in wake of his maiden term in 
AMA 450MX & SX and before another Aldon 
Baker bootcamp lies ahead. 
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Eighteen year old Arminas Jasikonis is a fine 
example of a rider competing at national level 
(he was contesting the German ADAC series) 
who is apt for a replacement slot, and has ap¬ 
parently blended seamlessly at Stefan Everts’ 
Team Suzuki factory MXGP wing. The tall 
Lithuanian resembles a young Ken De Dycker 
and has impressed Everts and company with 
his compliance and willingness to learn that he 
could be Kevin Strijbos’ teammate for 2017. He 
made his Suzuki debut in the Czech Republic 
three weeks ago and touched the top fifteen. 
‘177’ breached the top ten a week later in Bel¬ 
gium but in Switzerland struggled with several 
race crashes and DNF-ed the first moto with 
a broken rear brake. Raw, but strong and with 
the physicality for MXGP has Everts unearthed 
a gem? There is no shortage of riders covet¬ 
ing the second Suzuki saddle vacated by Ben 
Townley with Tommy Searle and even Arnaud 
Tonus on the ‘possibles’ list. 






















CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MXGP OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

2 

Tim Gajser, SLO 

Honda 

3 

Romain Febvre, FRA 

Yamaha 

4 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Honda 

5 

Glenn Coldenhoff, NED 

KTM 


MXGP STANDINGS 

AFTER 15 OF 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tim Gajser 

644 

2 

Tony Cairoli 

545 

3 

Max Nagl 

509 

4 

Romain Febvre 

499 

5 

Evgeny Bobryshev 

472 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Max Anstie, GBR 

Husqvarna 

2 

Jeremy Seewer, SUI 

Suzuki 

3 

Benoit Paturel, FRA 

Yamaha 

4 

Samuele Bernardini, ITA 

TM 

5 

Calvin Vlaanderen, RSA 

KTM 


MX2 STANDINGS 

AFTER 15 OF 18 ROUNDS 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings 

597 

2 

Jeremy Seewer 

554 

3 

Benoit Paturel 

433 

4 

Max Anstie 

416 

5 

Pauls Jonass 

403 








































KTM FUTURE-SETTING... 


By Adam Wheeler 

I t has been a lean season for KTM in MXGP 
and in the premier class that they became ac¬ 
customed to owning for the better part of half a 
decade. MX2 yielded many more spoils but also 
a third year of injury-induced hand wringing. It 
could be argued that the Red Bull crew banked 
their most prized asset for three more years 
with the contract extension for Tony Cairoli in 
February that means the decorated Sicilian will 
almost certainly end his career in orange (and 
probably back on a 350SX-F). Despite his Swiss 
accomplishment last Sunday Cairoli has yet to 
silence a few critics and dispel a hint of scepti¬ 
cism that the new wave of intensity brought into 
the class by Romain Febvre and Tim Gajser - 
and no doubt other MX2 converts to follow - has 
blunted his potential to rule and win as before. 
Sport moves in cycles; there is little disputing 
the passage of time. Flowever any kind of axe 
of opinion cannot hover too close to Tony until 
he admits that his pre-season injury woes and 
effects on his fitness have finally dispersed. We 
are talking about an athlete that knows no peer 
in the last ten years of international motocross 
when it comes to building, regenerating, saving 
and strategizing a championship campaign. 

It was fascinating to speak with Monster Energy 
Kawasaki’s Clement Desalle recently; a rider 
that won MXGP Grands Prix every year from 
2009-2014 and is the third winningest in the 
FIM World Championship in that period behind 
Cairoli and FHerlings with nineteen triumphs. 

Now 26 years old and historically Cairoli’s clos¬ 
est challenger, the Belgian has fallen at the final 
hurdles too many times since 2012 due to injury. 


It was revealing to hear him ruminating on how 
Gajser and Febvre have cranked up the ‘limit’ in 
MXGP and how the pace is almost unsustain¬ 
able. “As the years pass you get more experi¬ 
ence...and let’s see how the future turns out 
because the young guys are very fast and push¬ 
ing a lot and I think that will change,” he opined. 
“It is hard to live on the limit all the time without 
being injured.” 

The irony is that Cairoli - who admitted to me 
on the eve of the 2015 season that he won his 

2014 crown by riding at 70-80% - might have to 
discover a new boundary to reassert some au¬ 
thority and then find the same consistent ‘play’ 
(the same approach to a championship term of 
eighteen GPs and thirty-six motos that Desalle 
refers to) that led to so much success...at least 
for another three terms. 

So, Cairoli gives KTM serious clout in MXGP 
and a clock must be ticking louder for Glenn 
Coldenhoff to find some groove with the 450SX- 
F in 2017 after an adaptation season (just his 
second in the division); after all Tommy Searle 
was ejected from Claudio De Carli’s line-up in 

2015 for a lack of results. Glenn has been per¬ 
sistent but only just touched podium conten¬ 
tion last weekend there will be riders looking at 
his saddle well before this time next year. The 
Italian combination of Cairoli-De Carli is the 
iron rod for KTM and will complete a decade of 
formidability but the news this week that Jeffrey 
Herlings will stay in Red Bull colours is like the 
spark to the welding torch. 



Inevitably to the disappointment of Monster En¬ 
ergy and even HRC, Herlings took the expected 
route of remaining within an environment he 
has known since entering Grand Prix as a fif¬ 
teen year old in 2010. The same KTM staff have 
laughed, endured, wept, frowned and basked 
in the ream of many highs and dramatic lows 
associated with the Dutchman’s tenure. The 
‘family’ cliche applied to many descriptions of 
a rider’s symbiosis with a team is particularly 
apt in Herlings’ case, as he has moved through 
nodes of maturity and learning in the public 
eye and within a racing paddock (as opposed 
to a schoolyard, bar or sports field); teammate 
co-ordinator Valentina Ragni as the fretting and 
protective mother figure, MX2 Team Manager 
Dirk Gruebel as the occasionally disapproving 
but supporting paternal presence and broth¬ 
erly back-up from the likes of Wayne, Rami and 
Ruben. 

"Cairoli is the bi gg est 
name but Herlings is the 
Prince with one elbow on 
the armrest of the throne” 

Herlings’ re-avowal with KTM is fundamental 
to the team and brand’s potency and exposure 
in Grand Prix motocross. Cairoli is the biggest 
name but Herlings is the Prince with one elbow 
on the armrest of the throne. I would argue that 
is it the most crucial contract that KTM Sport 


Director Pit Beirer has somehow created and 
inked since the German brought Cairoli to the 
company in 2010; after all, despite all the grand 
designs on MotoGP and even supercross, the 
European manufacturer has Grand Prix dirt 
under the fingernails. Herlings’ travails with 
injury are a distraction but don’t be fooled by 
the soap-operatic elements to ‘84’s story; Her¬ 
lings is the type to continue that run of zest 
that younger riders are bringing into MXGP as 
Desalle suggested. Jeffrey has learned about 
the painful plummet on the other side of the 
‘limit’ but his attacking prowess will continue to 
electrify MXGP for the next few years. I would 
also propose that his arrival carries the same if 
not more promise than that of Ryan Villopoto in 
2015. Both athletes are (or were) in very differ¬ 
ent stages of their careers...and that’s without 
the use of hindsight. 

KTM, thanks to Beirer, might have generated 
a level of organisation and competitiveness to 
entice and keep some of the top talent in the 
sport but the racing team collectively have felt 
how damn hard this sport can be (on both sides 
of the Atlantic). By pushing out the boat (can 
the shore still be seen? Will KTM budgets see 
reduced orange in the GP paddock?) with Her¬ 
lings, KTM have not re-locked a ‘sure thing’ but 
they have guaranteed that they will continue to 
be most watched and most talked about pres¬ 
ence in Grand Prix. 
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EVOLUTION 

I he 201 f ELY Racing Evolution 2.0 MX 
gear features the onfy MX pant with an 
integrated Boa® closure system in the 
industry, i his revolutionary system otters 
fast on-the-fly micro adjustability with a 
truly "Dialed In" fit. A simple turn of the 
dial delivers unparalleled performance, 
comfort and convenience. 


JOIN'THE 
















SCOTT 



Scott made a comprehensive presentation 
of their new ‘Prospect’ goggle at the recent 
Belgian Grand Prix (a feature story coming 
soon) and the performance and features of 
their latest ‘vision’ gives a firm strap-smack to 
strong competitors like 100% and Oakley. The 
wide lens was the first element to catch the 
eye and with the WFS roll-off system coming 
into play sets new standards for field of vision 
in the market (for environmental reasons as 
much as belief in the WFS, Scott are advocat¬ 
ing strongly for roll-offs now and in the future). 
The Lens Lock System is impressive but so 
simple thanks to small holes in the lens itself 
which then clamps the tough and fog-free Per¬ 
spex in the frame; it addresses an issue that 
some Scott athletes like Justin Barcia, Adam 
Cianciarulo, Clement Desalle and Shaun Simp¬ 
son had been complaining about with regards 
to the previous Tyrant and Hustle models. It 
means lenses popping out during races or rid¬ 
ing is a nightmare of the past. 



There is three layer thermoform face foam, 
pivoting outriggers and a wider strap means 
that this is arguably Scott’s best and most 
advanced moto eyewear from a long forty-five 
year history in the business. 

The goggle comes in six different liveries for 
the time being and the price is 99 euros which 
also includes the goggle bag, the noseguard 
and an extra lens 

www.scott-sports.com 
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VISION 
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NO SHORTCUTS 


40 years of Goggle research and design have all led to the 
introduction of our newest and most advanced MX goggle to 
date. The SCOTT PROSPECT offers a Massive field of vision, 
50mm Works Film Systems and our propietary Lens Lock 
System, giving you the ability to focus on what matters. 


SCOTT-SPORTS.COM 
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Feature 


SHOULD MXGP 
SHAPE-SHIFT 
FOR A BOLD NEW 
FUTURE? 


FOUR RACES AND ESSENTIALLY FOUR 
HOURS OF MX2/MXGP TV COVERAGE 
IS NECESSARY FOR A FULL GRASP OF 
A GRAND PRIX; IT IS A BROADCASTING 
COMMITMENT LONGER AND MORE 
REPETITIVE THAN ANY OTHER 
MOTORSPORT. CAN IT CONTINUE TO WORK 
FOR MXGP TO GATHER NEW FANS AND 
FIND A REALISTIC SLOT IN THE CROWDED 
DIGITAL LIFESTYLES OF MODERN SOCIETY? 
DOES THE SPORT NEED TO MORPH OR 
DOES THE WAY IT IS PRESENTED ON THE 
SCREEN NEED A REWORK? WE ASKED 
AROUND IN THE PADDOCK... 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 






CHANGING MXGP? 












S ince the 2015 mini Villopoto ‘Boom’ and 
a burgeoning European Championship 
support card MXGP Grand Prix circuits 
have become busy places and the capacity 
turnout in Switzerland last weekend further 
proved that ticket prices and risky weather still 
will not deter fans old, new and hardcore from 
embracing top level motorsport events. Race 
attendances might swing up and down and 
ebb-and-flow through the years but to measure 
real growth then MXGP promoters Youthstream 
recognised well over a decade ago that the 
FIM World Championship needed live televi¬ 
sion broadcasting and a wider shop window 
for sponsorship and marketing. Currently 
MXGP boasts figures based on 2015 research 
that totally almost 4000 broadcast hours to 
an audience of 1.42 billion thanks to networks 
and partners on pretty much every continent 
that either show live or highlights packages. 
The projected distribution share for 2016 was 
placed at 47% for Europe, Asia/Pacific at 
22%, North America with 12%, Latin America 
with 10%, Africa /Middle East on 9%. 

The promoters took a step again with a strong 
social media push three years ago and a pro¬ 
active approach to a Youtube channel with a 
plethora of incidents, accident and outtakes to 
entice the tablet/device ‘demographic’. Over 
34,000,000 views had been clocked by the 
end of 2015 and it is easy to see the up-to-date 
data online now. 

Youthstream have looked at the TV model, and 
internet avenues to explore further expansion 
but the truth is that MXGP is hampered by 
the format that means four races and a view¬ 
ing period of an entire afternoon to get the 
full gist and experience of a Grand Prix. Tony 
Cairoli finished fifth in the second race of the 
Swiss Grand Prix but the podium ceremony 
showed the Sicilian avidly celebrating his third 
overall victory of the season. The offering of 
magazine-style reports, live chat shows, start 


gate interviews and more means that any mo- 
tocross fan get pretty good value for their buck 
through The Box’ or a source like MXGP TV 
but for the casual viewer and potential future 
follower catching a second race might not 
make much sense. 

Possible evolution and modernisation - not 
necessarily words always associated with 
‘improvement’ - constantly hang over moto- 
cross, and in fact most sports. It is a question 
worth asking now and again in the paddock to 
see just how MXGP might move into the third 
decade of the century. 

“When we brought the sport on the television it 
was to have the largest possible audience and 
[attract] people who are not experts in moto- 
cross,” said Youthstream President Giuseppe 
Luongo in a sitdown chat about the subject at 
the German round in June. “It means the two 
race format is complicated. But [to change] is 
a problem for people to accept that a guy who 
has finished second twice and has done a good 
job over the weekend does not win the GP. 

We try to modernise our sport but inside - for 
many reasons and some people just don’t like 
change - we face a lot of resistance, believe 
me.” 



“Motocross is a world that comes from ama¬ 
teur racing,” the Italian goes on. “It is not 
Formula One, that was born professional - OK, 
there are many different types of car racing 
but from the first moment FI was professional. 
Also MotoGP is another level. So we are com¬ 
ing from amateur roots and thanks to our work 
and that of the manufacturers we are in a posi¬ 
tion where MXGP and MX2 is 100% profes¬ 
sional. Still, around the world, there are a lot 
of amateurs and followers that think we don’t 
have to be professional.” 

Changes might not satisfy the figure of al¬ 
most 600,000 people that are paying to come 
through circuit gates each season but the fact 
that promoters and people inside the sport 
look at and discuss different versions and 
forms of MXGP has largely to do with the ill-fit 
for television and the endless search to make 
the sport bigger. 

“When I am not at a race I am always in front 
of the computer or the television and I am in 
contact with my people and it is clear that it is 
too much,” says Luongo. “Frankly I don’t know 
[the best route] because if we take away one 
race from television then the fans that want to 
be informed anyway will be against us. If we 
make one race only then we leave behind the 
history of motocross.” 

The FIM Motocross World Championship ran a 
one-moto format for 125, 250 and 500/650cc 
classes between 2001 and 2003 in an effort to 
try reach the mainstream. The timing wasn’t 
right and it was an unpopular strategy. Youth- 
stream came in for 2004 and established the 
four-stroke MX2 and MX1 (now MXGP) formula 
back with two motos per class and now twelve 
years on little has changed apart from trim¬ 
ming the race time to thirty minutes instead of 
thirty-five and fall totally in sync with the AMA 
Nationals. TV offerings - that cannot be easy 
to sell for a niche motorsport - have ranged 
from full-bore coverage to one-hour specials 
and even live packages that focus on the sec¬ 
ond races. “For many big TV networks we do 


it like this,” Luongo reveals. “For example with 
CBS Sport Network we give them the second 
race and a two hour show with a short high¬ 
lights from the first race and the full podium 
presentation from the second race. We already 
have this format. The sport channels [however] 
want the full show.” 



British Champion Shaun Simpson was in the 
strange predicament of missing a Grand Prix 
this year due to a broken hand and watched 
the Lombardian round at Mantova from his 
home. It was the first meeting the twenty-eight 
year old Scot and eleven year veteran of MXGP 
had sat-out since 2009. He was a good port of 
call for an assessment. “I was cycling for an 
hour and a half and missed the MX2 races but 
watched both MXGP motos in full and even by 
the end it was a bit like 'zzzz - oh wait! There’s 
some action between Gajser and Cairoli’,” he 
explains. “I’ve thought more about the Grand 
Prix format and I think that [a change] is the 
way to go. A one-two hour TV slot where it is 
like Formula One - live pit chats, a Brundle- 
style cruise set-up around the paddock or the 
gate, a short replay of the first moto - and 
then into the moto that is the main ‘Grand 
Prix’ would be pretty good. As a rider you want 
to win the Grand Prix which (for TV) would be 
one race...how the teams manage the bonuses 
and wins in respective races is another story!” 


Moulding MXGP to best service both new po¬ 
tential fans and older hooked followers is the 
toughest part. “It is very complicated and it is 
a long-term discussion,” confides Luongo. “We 
have a sport that is great for television be¬ 
cause it is a great show. On the other hand we 
have a sport that has a tradition and with an 
industry inside of sponsors, manufacturers and 
so on. To keep this balance of respecting the 
tradition and older generation of fans and also 
looking after the interests of people that want 
more television and more coverage as well 
as providing for those that want information 
about the whole scene is complicated!” 

“If you simply look at the sport as a ‘show’ 
for television then it is very easy: one race,” 
he adds. “But then you go completely in con¬ 
trast to the roots and the history of motocross. 
Many things have been tried: a one moto for¬ 
mat, a SuperFinaL.and every time we face one 
problem with one ‘part’ of our ‘world’.” 

“It is difficult to change anything because 
historically motocross has been about man 
and machine and the durability of man and 
machine,” muses HRC MX General Manager 
Roger Harvey a former GP and Nations racer 
with over forty years experience in the industry 
and paddock. “The durability of the machine 
is what we as manufacturers are all here for; 
to make it better for the customers. The dura¬ 
bility of man used to be across forty minutes 
and two laps but times change and we are now 
down to thirty minutes and it used to be about 
getting your bike and body sorted in a short 
period of time to go and prove something 
again. It is a different thing completely if we 
are talking just for TV...You have to be open to 
see whether something can change and be de¬ 
vised. I’ve often wondered why you can’t have 
two races on a weekend and have them as 
‘world championship races three and four’?” 


“The ‘new world’ is much easier because they 
are people that live very fast,” says Luongo. 
“They are on the internet and YouTube; and I 
can see that we get a lot more visibility this 
way. Through Youtube we have a lot of follow¬ 
ers but just for short clips and content: the 
world has changed but still I don’t know if our 
world is ready for change. If I have to think just 
for business then I concentrate on one race 
and make the show there and the adrenaline 
is 100%. We faced a lot of problems and I also 
try to keep the peace. I try to care...and more 
than people think; I’m sure they believe I just 
go my own way, and it is not true because I 
need to try and keep a bit of balance.” 

“I think it is a direction we have to go to make 
our sport interesting for more mainstream me¬ 
dia, TV and sponsors,” opines Suzuki’s Jeremy 
Seewer; the twenty-two year old Swiss that is 
currently second in the MX2 championship 
and only a Pro GP rider for three seasons. “But 
you also have to think about the cost of rac¬ 
ing and going to all these countries just to do 
one moto; OK, that exists in FI, MotoGP so it’s 
reasonable to expect. I just remember a few 
years ago in the European Championship we 
only had one moto and travelling so far just for 
that felt kinda strange.” 

“All my good friends and many Swiss guys - 
or so they tell me - watch all the motos and 
I think for the hardcore fans it might be what 
they want,” he continues. “They might be mad 
or sad if it changes. But to make the sport 
interesting for all the random people and those 
that want to put on the TV and catch come ac¬ 
tion then it is different.” 

“I watch the races back sometimes just to ana¬ 
lyse what I am doing right and wrong and to 
also see my opponents and take something for 
the next GP,” he continues. 


“How to improve TV coverage is a good ques¬ 
tion. Maybe the presentation of it? I know it is 
not easy for the camera guys because they are 
out there on the track from Sunday morning 
to Sunday evening and to get everything right 
all the time is difficult. The most important 
thing is the racing because if that is boring or 
doesn’t work then you could have the best TV 
coverage in the world but it will still look bad.” 

“You could say 'I am going to sit down and 
watch the GP today’ and it is a one or two hour 
show and you’ve caught up on all you wanted 
to know or see,” says Simpson. “Right now it 
takes up a whole Sunday and you are pretty 
bored by the end of it and if you watch MX2 
and then MXGP then it is quite repetitive with 
the country colour, introduction and format.” 

“To be honest I haven’t watched too much of 
it on TV. I’ve either been in New Zealand and 
far from it all or I’ve been in the races myself. 

I think for TV - and general spectating - we 
have to find a way to tighten it up a little bit,” 
comments Ben Townley; the thirty year old was 
the first MX2 World Champion in 2004 and re¬ 
cently curtailed a comeback attempt to Grand 
Prix in 2016. “From a spectator point of view 
I believe we have to evolve the sport and ask 
‘what can make it more appealing?’. All the 
spectators that go to Lommel, for instance, are 
hardcore...but how are we going to get people 
that are not hardcore? Does it mean changing 
the format? Being in a stadium? I don’t know.” 

“What we are doing here right now in MXGP is 
at a great level but we are still doing the same 
thing we did thirty-forty years ago,” he says. 
“Some people love it and that’s cool but I don’t 
think we will get many new people. Somehow 
and some way we just need to find a new spin 
on the sport.” 
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TOWN LEY: "FOR GROWTH OF ANY 
MOTORSPORT THERE HAS TO BE SOME SORT 
OF EVOLUTION. YOU CANNOT KEEP GOING 
ROUND AND ROUNDS IN CYCLES." 
















“A shorter and more compact TV programme 
can be placed at a better hour and could at¬ 
tract bigger sponsors,” ruminates Simpson. 

“It might not necessarily be live but if it was 
a good, concise show then I think it can only 
help bring up the awareness of motocross a 
lot. Instead of being crammed away on some 
obscure channel as a live show and where it is 
too much of a marathon to watch. As a racer 
the schedule at a weekend does work even if it 
is a bit of a hang around. The two motos now 
go towards your championship and you have 
the chance to redeem a bad first race....but for 
future fans, sponsors, viewers and evolution I 
agree that it definitely has to change to spice it 
up...I just don’t know exactly where it can go.” 

“You have to look at different formats: why not 
run one race on Saturday and another on Sun¬ 
day? Exactly like Superbike and you class each 
winner of a separate event,” offers Harvey. 

The mix of MX2 and MXGP classes for a Su¬ 
perfinal went through a trial phase at the 
overseas events of the 2013 season. On paper 
it had some merit; the top riders from each 
class from the first motos mingled in a forty 
rider gate, but the biggest concerns sur¬ 
rounded safety with 450 and 250 machinery 
tackling jumps and obstacles in a different way 
and speed and the obvious detriment to the 
MX2 class (even if lap-times are remarkably 
similar at some circuits). The scheme did not 
last long. There has been talk recently about 
a two moto structure per class but with the 
second race classifying as the focal point for 
GP trophies and TV attention. The fact that the 
idea gathered traction meant that it was on the 
table behind meeting room doors. 

“I don’t think there is a need to make a big 
change; you could do something like still have 


two 30 minute motos but it is only for the 
TV that you’d show the winner of the second 
as being winner of the GP. The points still go 
towards the championship. You just have to 
watch out how the title gets decided!” proffers 
Simpson. 

“If we can make the sport bigger with some¬ 
thing [a change] like this then I would say 
“that’s OK”,” says Seewer. “Of course it would 
change for us riders and there might be more 
pressure on that one key moto but it is some¬ 
thing we have to handle; they do it in MotoGP.” 

“My opinion is that it would be great to have it 
on one day,” he voices. “I think it might reduce 
costs and racing all weekend means almost 
half a week of commitment. There is not a lot 
of time or space for mechanics to prep bikes. 

I would move the GP classes to Sunday and 
Europeans on Saturday.” 

Harvey: “You got to look at all areas: can things 
be changed or improved in the way the sport 
is presented on TV? Motocross is one of the 
original extreme sports so it should be excit¬ 
ing. A number of people have commented to 
me in the UK that they cannot see the races 
now. They want to watch it because they enjoy 
it but going online and paying is not something 
they want to do. So a lot of things need to be 
looked at.” 

An idea that is acceptable for a number of par¬ 
ties in the sport could (and will) surface even¬ 
tually...but will getting a fresh shape for MXGP 
be an easy sell? 

“Honda would entertain it, think and consider 
it but why do you want something like one 
sprint moto and one proper moto? Just have 
one,” says Harvey. “Is that the way forward? 


Personally I don’t think so. What promotes the 
sport best is good racing: if you have that then 
people will want to watch. Last year and this year 
we’ve had great racing and a lot of people want to 
watch motocross at the moment.” 

“Youthstream control the rights. So if they said 
‘we are going to do five, five-lap races’ then that’s 
what you’d end up doing. If you as a manufacturer 
want to be involved in that then it’s another deci¬ 
sion to be made.” 

“The rest of the world and especially Europe could 
benefit from some kind of indoor/stadium rac¬ 
ing of some kind,” demurs Townley. “MXGP right 
now is a pretty great class but I’m talking about 
the sport as a whole. Grand Prix as it is still has 
its place, don’t get me wrong. I think MXGP has 
pretty good support from the Big Six [manufactur¬ 
ers] now and with the right idea I think they will 
follow Youthstream all the way.” 

“I think we need a little bit more time,” states 
Luongo. “The new fans we are gaining through 
social media and the new generation will help the 
sport go in another direction. To modernise the 
sport we need youth and they are coming and 
their influence needs to be felt by the older gen¬ 
eration that are the ones who resist the most.” 

“Let’s see how this event [Supermotocross Rider’s 
Cup on October 8th in the Veltins Arena in Ger¬ 
many] goes,” Townley proposes. “It might not be 
fair to judge it straightaway in the first edition but 
I mean in terms of taking MXGP and the peo¬ 
ple right here at the circuits indoors. How many 
people from this circus show up at Bercy for the 
supercross? Maybe not enough to count on one 
hand. If you take almost all of them put them in 
that environment then it is a very different sce¬ 
nario. A different twist with these guys. Something 
new and exciting.” 

“I think something in the future will change,” 
Luongo hints. “Supercross will modernise and 
there is some dialogue [between promoters] 
finally. I think in the next two-three years we will 
see change in our world and it will help.” 
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360 TURBINE TECHNOLOGY: 

UP TO 30% REDUCTION OF HEAD IMPACT AT CONCUSSION LEVEL 

UP TO 40% REDUCTION OF ROTATIONAL ACCELERATION TO HEAD AND BRAIN 
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//ALL FUNCTION 

NO FRICTION 

BALL BEARING TWISTER THROTTLE TUBE 

ProTaper’s Twister Throttle Tube is constructed 
from quality anodized billet aluminum. The 
sealed radial ball bearing and polymer bushing 
allow for consistent and smooth throttle 
operation while a knurled grip mounting area 
ensures a viselike grip bond. ProTaper Twister 
Throttle Tubes are used by top-level pro teams 
and riders worldwide. 




POLYMER BUSHING FOR 
CONSISTENT AND SMOOTH 
THROTTLE OPERATION— 


SEALED RADIAL BALL BEARING 
PROVIDES EFFORTLESS THROTTLE 
TWIST ACTION- 
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PULPING THRU THE BREAK... 


By Steve Matthes 

T wo much welcomed weekends off here in 
the USA are over and the Lucas Oil Pro 
Motocross Championships picks up in historic 
Unadilla, New York this coming weekend. It’s 
three in a row to end the series and both RCH 
Suzuki’s Kenny Roczen and Star Yamaha’s 
Cooper Webb have a firm hold on their respec¬ 
tive points series. 

Let’s take a look at some news and notes from 
the weeks that just were... 

The country’s amateur national championships 
just wrapped up; it’s a week long race with three 
twenty-minute motos and generally speaking, 
it’s a good indicator of who’s “next” in American 
motocross. And this year, despite heavy rains 
all week long that turned the track into a mess, 
GEICO Honda’s Chase Sexton was the winner of 
the Horizon Award for his rides in the “A” class. 
Sexton is going to hop right into the GEICO 
Honda truck for this weekend’s race and he’s 
the next kid everyone will have their eye on. Of 
course, Kawasaki’s Austin Forkner decided to 
skip his final year of amateur racing this year 
and just won his first moto at Washougal. So 
we’re set for Forkner/Sexton duels for the next 
few years. 

Yamaha made official what we’ve long known 
with the announcement that Chad Reed and 
Cooper Webb will make up their 2017 factory 
team. Reed’s deal is for supercross only while 
Webb is indoors and out on the 450. Webb was 
the hottest commodity for next year and had 
just about every factory trying to get his ser¬ 
vices. Of course his rides last fall on the 450 
solidified his skills and Yamaha outbid everyone, 
including JGR Yamaha, for Webb’s services. I 
wouldn’t be surprised to see the BluCru add 


another 450 rider for outdoors only just to have 
two bikes in the truck. 

Sweden’s Freddie Noren is going to ride the 
factory Honda CRF450R for the last three na¬ 
tionals filling in for Cole Seely who’s been out 
with a finger injury. Honda is expected to have 
back Trey Canard and GEICO Honda’s Justin 
Bogle for Unadilla as well so the big red truck 
won’t be completely empty like it was at Wash¬ 
ougal. Noren’s filled in twice before for Canard 
on the factory bike and is a solid top ten rider 
outdoors. It’s curious as to why this move hadn’t 
happened before with Seely out for a while now 
but if you’re Fast Freddie, better late than never. 

I found it interesting the announcement this 
week that KTM’s Ryan Dungey and Husqvarna’s 
Jason Anderson and Zach Osborne has com¬ 
mitted to the brand new Monster Energy SMX 
Cup to be held October 8th in Germany. All I 
ever hear in my journey around the paddock are 
riders and teams complaining about the amount 
of races that they have to do. And it’s true, the 
sport’s a meat grinder over here and injuries 
strike quite often. So this latest announcement 
just makes me shake my head. The Monster 
sponsored teams are contracted to ride the two 
USGP’s that immediately follow the American 
nationals and not one rider I’ve spoken to is 
excited about that and a few have even told me 
they hope to fake an injury to avoid more races. 
Now Dungey, who ruled himself out for the 2016 
MXDN immediately after his injury (even though 
the timetable for recovery indicated he could 
be ready for the event) commits to the SMX 
cup and then the next weekend it’s the Monster 
Energy Cup which is followed by the Red Bull 
Straight Rhythm. 





Whether it’s sponsor pressure, the lure of the 
dollar or promoter politics, the riders today 
are being asked to race more and more and no 
one seems to be able to stop this trend. A rider 
like Eli Tomac will do 29 American races, two 
USGP’s, the MXDN, the MEC, maybe this SMX 
and perhaps a cash grab Lille SX race. All of 
this takes an off-season of 20 weeks down to a 
minimum of 13 or 14. For myself, it’s going to be 
harder and harder to take the riders and teams 
seriously as they continue to pile on off-season 
races yet tell anyone and everyone that they 
need time off. 

Everyone loves silly season rumours and the 
latest one is that Yoshimura Suzuki will leave 
the 450 class and focus on running a 250 pro¬ 
gram in ’16. This will leave the 450 effort for 
Suzuki with the RCH guys and if it this happens, 
sources at Yosh tell me it’ll be because sales 
of the RM-Z250 are at an all-time low. Suzuki 
has jumped back into providing some amateur 
support after years of nothing and now the pro 
team needs to start logging some results in the 
smaller bike class and grow a program, similar 
to what Yamaha did a few years ago. A natural 
to take one spot there would be Matt Bisceglia 
who’s on the team now riding 450’s but has 
ridden 250’s his whole pro career [And maybe 
MX2’s Brian Hsu? - Ed], Where this leaves cur¬ 
rent rider James Stewart is unknown but with 
his terrible year it’s hard to see any team picking 
him up. Most likely he would have to start his 
own team a la Chad Reed and bet on himself. 
Stay tuned, methinks this isn’t quite a done deal 
just yet. 



FOX 

Fox made a bold leap forward in 2015 with 
their innovative Flexair riding gear that fo¬ 
cused on high performance and a futuristic 
blend of fabric and materials to ‘stretch’ while 
protecting and making the rider feel that he 
was barely wearing kit on the bike. For 2017 
Fox have honed the product slightly and also 
pushed their design department to work some 
more liveries and colours to keep the Flexair 
looking the part. 

The FlexAir comes in four shades (three ver¬ 
sions of the ‘Seca’) and the silver Libra, seen 
frequently on the likes of Tim Gajser and Gau¬ 
tier Paulin and definitely our preference. Fox 
explain that the styles of the four options came 
from research and inspiration derived from a 
diverse spread of other sports and past times. 

The 350 Grav, Rohr and Creo lines provide 11 
more choice for colourways and looks without 
the top end return and price of the FlexAir. 

The pant features triple stitching in key areas, 
TruMotion 4-way panels, double layers on the 
knees (made from Cordura which will be more 
prominent in Fox’s riding lines) and a claimed 
40% better abrasion quality compared to the 
rest of the market. The 350 was Fox’s main 
output but after half a decade the FlexAir was 
a natural progression. More stretch fabric has 
penetrated the 350’s construction so the gar¬ 
ments are not what you’d call inferior to the 
top level racewear. 

Fox have also worked on their V3 helmet (with 
MIPS technology) and the look and resistance 
of their Instinct boot. 



LIBRA 


For more info check: www.foxhead.com 
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HARDLY A MYRIAD OF OPTIONS ON THE SCALE 
OF FI BUT A CONSEQUENCE OF ADVANCING 
ELECTRONICS IN RACING MEANS THE PROVISION 
OF DIFFERENT CONTROLS AND SETTINGS 
CAUSES A SET OF HANDLEBARS TO BE A PRETTY 
BUSY PLACE THESE DAYS. WE DECIDED TO 
INVESTIGATE WHAT FACTORY YAMAHA RIDERS 
VALENTINO ROSSI AND ROMAIN FEBVRE SEE 
AND HAVE TO DEAL WITH AND HOW THEY LIKE 
THEIR Ml AND YZ450FMS TO BE 'DRESSED'... 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer/OTOR 







Feature 


raction control, launch control, LEDs, 
switches, cables, carbon housing, cam¬ 
eras, gauges...oh, and a set of grips 
and levers (more levers than you think). Get¬ 
ting close-up with factory race bikes reveals a 
mine of minor tweaks and special touches; full 
customisation to make a moving vehicle the 
perfect projectile for competitive success. 

Even in motocross now there is a lot going on 
for a rider and certainly a couple more buttons 
compared to ten years ago. Allowed special ac¬ 
cess to the Movistar Yamaha team and Valen¬ 
tino Rossi’s Ml with renowned mechanic Alex 
Briggs then level of offering goes up a notch - 
as you’d expect in MotoGP. 


There are also some basic similarities between 
the works bikes. Under all the tech is still a 
triple clamp and clip-ons and a set of forks. 

The quest was to show a little of what Romain 
Febvre and Rossi like to see and work with 
when they are on track and to give an appre¬ 
ciation of how this has evolved over time. Fans’ 
fascination with watching bikes in a wash bay 
or ‘exposed’ shots from pit garages hint to an 
ingredient often neglected in the ‘show’ of rac¬ 
ing; the utterly special ‘bling’ on display or - to 
give more credit - small works of art in engi¬ 
neering purpose and sometimes pure design 
thinking. 




THE VIEW 



Febvre’s YZ450FM - explained to us by Data 
Technician Fabio Santoni - has the aesthetic of 
any stock YZ, or dirt-bike for that matter, but 
there is titanium and carbon pretty much eve¬ 
rywhere and there is also the knowledge that 
the motorcycle has been infinitely tailored to 
the Frenchman’s wishes in every way alterable. 
The engine in particular is a Pandora’s box of 
performance and fully-dialled-in grunt. 

Rossi’s Ml is a daunting creation of beauty, 
precision and fearlessness. I can recall how the 
motorcycle would swoosh past in the pitlane at 
Losail for the Qatar test - Rossi having already 
primed the Kill switch - and the bike then 
pinging and creaking, almost trembling with 
the stress of forces pushed through its entire 
being. 


Special things then...for special athletes... 




The bars can be busy, especially when the 
hand guards are also bolted into place and 
we have been lucky with year with UFO who 
have made some that fix onto part of the lever 
mechanism rather than the bar itself and this 
helps us for space! But yeah, there are more 
and more options all the time and there is no 
limit to the potential for change we can provide 
to the rider.” 


Feature 







THE VIEW 



“OK, so the most noticeable is the ‘kill’ 
switch, which every bike has. We also have 
the electric start then we come to the maps. 
We have the possibility for the rider to change 
between two maps on the ECU and another 
switch for the rider to enable or disable the 
launch control for the start. There is also 
another controller for the GPA [GET Power 
Assistance] system from GET - a type of trac¬ 
tion control - so the rider can place the set¬ 
ting that he’d like from 1-10.” 

“Usually with the GPA we have a standard 
setting and then depending on the conditions 
of the track you can adjust it and the rider 
can play with it. Romain usually will be look¬ 
ing at the number 6 on the setting but it is not 
only about the number it depends on the RPM 
setting, and another option we have from this 
display is that the rider can see his RPM level. 
If you engage the launch control then you will 
see the RPM and the setting of the ECU and 
the indication of the light comes from the 
combination and the right level that he knows 
from tests. It is another strategy. Romain will 
look at this gauge to check everything is set 
and will then focus on the gate.” 


“We use the mapping mainly during practice 
but sometimes during the race as track condi¬ 
tions can change. The options provide smooth 
or more aggressive power. Most of the time it 
is for practice sessions so we can check which 
setting is best. Normally there is not a great 
difference between the maps. We don’t play 
too much with this...for the moment.” 

“The launch control flashes when it is en¬ 
gaged and then switches off by itself when the 
rider closes the gas.” 

“In road racing you can use traction control 
much more effectively but I think there is 
more and more new-and-similar things com¬ 
ing here, and with fuel injection you can really 
play around with the engine. A start gate 
might get soft so a rider needs more power 
for that but then around the track he doesn’t 
need that engine characteristic so he should 
be able to change. I think more sensors will 
help with this and it will be automatic so the 
rider doesn’t have to worry. Of course in the 
past a mechanic would be able to help with 
clutch and engine settings...but now a com¬ 
puter can say a lot more and configure every¬ 
thing.” 






MotoGP 



“There has always been an evolution, right 
from when I started, even though there has 
been no revolution. When we started with the 
two-strokes then we had the standard ‘kill’ 
switch and then we had the adjuster on this 
[left] side to alter the front brake lever posi¬ 
tion and the rider could do it while still keep¬ 
ing the throttle pinned. Since then things that 
have come along have included the pit-lane 
speed limiter and on the dash they will have 
lights to signify when that is off and on. Since 
the advent of engine management and trac¬ 
tion control we went through a stage where 
we would do those things in the pits and he’d 
have what he was given; now all the riders 
have a choice to cycle through various op¬ 
tions that we programme in the pit first. This 
is what the left hand side of the bar does. We 
can programme the buttons to do whatever we 
like but typically you would have them based 
around tyre performance. So at the beginning 
of the race you’ll have a good tyre and can use 
the maximum amount of power. As they wear 
out then halfway during the race say the rider 
can switch to power that is a little less aggres¬ 
sive and then towards the end another step in 
the same direction. The rider has that choice 
but you can also programme it into the system 
so it does it by itself but nobody knows better 
than the rider, so he makes the choice. 



In the four-stroke era the next big problem 
we’ve had is engine braking [BRK] so we’ve 
had a button to control that for the same rea¬ 
son. As the tyre wears you might have less grip 
so the mapping can be changed again. 


We have a button for launch control - which 
they also have in motocross now in most cases 
- and all these things are signified on the dash 
for him. You will see sometimes on the grid the 
lights reflecting on the rider’s visor. The bright 
red light is the launch control and it is engine 
management decided between the Japanese, 
Matteo and the rider for the optimum start. 
Gear position is on the dashboard too. The 
rider can have what he wants: more lights, less 
lights, different coloured lights. He [Valentino] 
uses four of the LED lights to tell him the start 
motor is on...just to make sure it also says 
‘START’! 



Valentino is very active when it comes to con¬ 
trols on the bike. He points us towards what 
he needs or might need and through the whole 
weekend they are slowly changing. Those 
maps are not just static, they evolve all the 
time right up to race day. Small changes, big 
changes; whatever we need. 

[SW] They are for us just to know the accel¬ 
eration and deceleration. It used to be just 
one button called The Switch’. We also have 
something that most teams don’t have which 
is a small button here to be able to turn the 
anti-wheel off [3]; so if he is pretty excited and 
happy he can do a wheelie all the way around 
the track. It doesn’t do anything for our-lap 
time but is it something cool to have. 





Front brake guards have been around a while 
now and probably came in around the same 
time as the tail-light [1]...which is what this but¬ 
ton does. It’s in the rule book and I’ve always 
thought it should be hooked up to the rain set¬ 
ting or map. 

A lot of the buttons are production bike material 
but the wiring and casing is made in-house with 
Yamaha factory material. 


If you have a crash then the cameras [4] can 
add quite a bit of time in terms of getting the 
bike back together. There is a separate system 
for the power for the camera and the wiring is 
separate as well because Yamaha do not want 
it incorporated into their harness in case some¬ 
thing goes wrong. I think it is great for TV and 
for the people at home but sometimes it can be 
a pain for us to put it all in. In general it is great 
to bring bike racing into your living room. 



There is a small lever here [2] for the modern 
race gearbox. On a street bike you knock it 
down for first gear and neutral is between first 
and second and then you go up. On a race shift 
you move down to go up. Normally neutral was 
in the same place but now it is at the very top 
and the rest are down. For safety you obviously 
don’t want to be moving up through the gearbox 
and hit neutral and this is what we call a ‘gate’, 
so you push the lever if you want neutral. In 
other words you cannot get neutral unless you 
push that lever. It is to do with safety and get¬ 
ting through the gears as fast as possible. Some 
riders like the street shift; I remember Alex Criv- 
ille was one and I think Max Biaggi was another. 


Valentino is the best rider I have ever worked 
for in terms of having a good feeling for what he 
wants but is not overboard with being finicky. 

We generally set the handlebar position know¬ 
ing what he likes and very rarely does he ask to 
move anything. He’s fussy but not over the top. 
He won’t come in and sit on it and check the 
levers like a motocross rider does. At the very 
beginning of the season he’ll sit around, play on 
it and put stickers on...almost as a ritual. Once 
we get it right he rarely changes: gear lever 
positions, lever heights. In the season we might 
change things 2-3mm, sometimes for a specific 
track or corner where he is in an odd position 
and cannot brake as well. He’s great from that 
point of view and doesn’t ask too much of us.” 


BACK INTO THE FRAY... 


By Matthew Roberts 

M otoGP returns to Austria this weekend for the 
first time in almost two decades and happily, 
for the first time in what feels like almost as long, 
I’ve found myself preparing for it as I’ll be heading 
out to Spielberg to work for Red Bull commentat¬ 
ing on the circuit PA. 

As I spent time this week dusting off old notes and 
writing new ones there was one particular stat that 
caught my attention. On the results sheets from 
the last occasion Grand Prix motorcycle racing 
visited what was then known as the Al-Ring back 
in 1997, a youngster by the name of Valentino Rossi 
finished second in the 125cc race. It was just one 
of just four races he failed to win in what was only 
his second season at World Championship level; 
a record that would be unthinkable in a modern- 
day Moto3 series made up primarily of riders born 
after that race. 

All of the new generation, to a lesser or greater 
degree, owe something to a man whose contribu¬ 
tion to the global success of our sport is unquan- 
tifiable. In countries lacking a national hero, like 
Argentina, South Africa, Belgium or even the UK, 
he has been adopted as one of their own. As well 
as his superstar status in Italy he is, albeit perhaps 
belatedly, fostering a new generation of home¬ 
grown stars through the VR Riders Academy, whilst 
in Japan, Australia, the USA or Spain he remains 
just as popular despite his ongoing battles with 
a string of their own champions. Even within the 
paddock, every reporter, engineer, physiotherapist 
or pot washer owes a debt of gratitude to Rossi, a 
modern-day sporting phenomenon whose legacy 
will continue to inspire and sustain the industry for 
decades after his retirement. 


At the weekend I was at Brands Hatch for the 
seventh round of the MCE British Superbike 
Championship, when Barry Sheene was remem¬ 
bered on the 40th anniversary of his first 500cc 
World Championship success, which he sealed at 
Anderstorp on 25th July 1976 and celebrated two 
weeks later in winning the ‘Hutchinson 100’ race at 
Brands. Sheene’s brother in law (and legend in his 
own right) Paul Smart was joined by his son Scott 
for an anti-clockwise lap of the track - as was cus¬ 
tom in the ‘Hutch 100’ era - Paul on his own 1972 
Suzuki TR750 and Scott on a 1975 XR14 RG500, 
the bike on which his uncle won his first 500cc 
race. Barry’s sister Maggie waved them off anti¬ 
clockwise around the circuit, choking up alongside 
other family members as the bikes disappeared 
around the equally iconic Clearways corner. 

All around the packed bankings, millions of hairs 
on thousands of necks stood on end as fathers, 
and no doubt grandfathers, shared their memories 
of the great man with their children and grand¬ 
children to the rattle of two-stroke nostalgia. From 
pit-lane misty-eyed racers, ex-racers, mechanics, 
team managers and officials stood side by side; 
each with their own individual account of how their 
love of motorcycles was either initiated or enriched 
by the seventies’ coolest playboy. First-hand tales, 
second-hand legend and grainy television footage 
and photographs perpetuate a legacy that if any¬ 
thing becomes more appealing over time, continu¬ 
ing to intrigue and inspire the next generation of 
motorcycle racing enthusiasts. At a time when 
many Britons feel their country is losing its iden¬ 
tity, this was a moment to be proud. 


/ i 0 



In many ways, and mostly for the better, the mod¬ 
ern incarnation of our sport is barely recognisable 
from the sepia photographs in Sunday’s race pro¬ 
gramme. You only had to look to the starting grid 
for the day’s second Superbike race to see James 
Ellison inhaling extra oxygen from a small cannis- 
ter “because it helps with recovery and increases 
oxygen supply to red blood cells,” as he explained 
to a confused tweeter later that evening. The image 
was about as far removed as you could imagine 
from those iconic shots of a pre-race Sheene, suck¬ 
ing from a cigarette through a purpose-drilled hole 
in his helmet, or taking a post-race a slug of liquor 
from a hip flask in pare feme. 

Rossi, a lifelong disciple of the majority of Sheene’s 
best traits, is a rare maverick cast in a similar 
mould and, like Sheene, there will never be an¬ 
other. I honestly thought he’d be retired by the time 
I ever commentated on another MotoGP race. So 
whatever happens this weekend, it will be nice to 
have another story for the grandkids. 
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ABSTRACT 

ATLAS 



Atlas are shipping the 2017 versions of their 
neck braces and we’ve focussed on the Air 
unit (for adults) that comes in designs and 
schemes: Twister, Trooper, Radioactive, Bailer, 
Abstract. The product features an ultra flexible 
polymer construction and a split-flex frame to 
promote mobility. It sits around the spine and 
sternum and has 300mm of chest suspension 
with 27% more body contact vs the competi¬ 
tion and two height adjustment options. There 
are six possible adjustments for the smart 
mounts and the minimalist structure means 
that it weighs just 590g (1.3 lbs). For 2017 the 
braces have a new and even easier opening 
system. 

For those thinking about investing in a neck 
brace (because at some point it will pay you 
back) then have a good look at the Atlas web¬ 
site. Their Prodigy, Tyke and Broil models for 
kids and youths are also popular and means 
that any conscientious rider does not have an 
excuse... 
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By Roland Brown, 
'hotos by Alessio Barbanti 
& Matteo Cavadini 
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TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 


TRIUMPH'S NEW-GENERATION 
BONNEVILLE IS, VERY 
DELIBERATELY, A SPITTING 
IMAGE OF THE FAMOUS T120 
BONNEVILLE THAT RULED THE 
ROADS IN THE SIXTIES. BUT 
THIS IS A VERY DIFFERENT 
BONNEVILLE - DIFFERENT FROM 
ITS HINCKLEY PREDECESSOR, 
NEVER MIND THE ONE BUILT IN 
MERIDEN HALF A CENTURY AGO... 
READ ON FOR ROLAND'S RIDE¬ 
OUT AND OPINION... 









TEST 


Although that original Bonnie was started by 
the rider’s right leg rather than electrics, the 
new bike still manages to provide a vaguely 
classic feel as you climb aboard and press 
the button on the right handlebar. Its 1200cc 
engine - freshly liquid-cooled, and hiding a 
single overhead camshaft instead of old-style 
pushrods - comes to life with a gentle parallel 
twin chuffing through its traditionally shaped 
“peashooter” pipes. 


Then you glance down and notice some other 
buttons that even the previous Bonneville 
didn’t have. One controls the heated grips that 
are provided as standard. Another toggles 
the information displayed on the digital dash. 
And the third switches between the engine 
modes that are new to this comprehensively 
revamped Bonnie, which also features ride-by- 
wire fuelling, traction control, and more power 
than any of its forebears. 



Not that this Bonneville is a sports model like 
the famous ancestor that began the line in 
1959. This T120 gets a bigger version of the 
sohc, 900cc unit that powers the entry-level 
Street Twin. Its maximum output is 79bhp, an 
18 per cent increase on the aircooled T100 
unit. But Triumph’s “high-torque” T120 unit 
is very softly tuned, producing its maximum 
torque of 105N.m at just 3100rpm. 


Hinckley’s previous Bonneville never quite 
captured the slim elegance that was one of its 
Meriden namesake’s greatest assets, but this 
model nails it. It’s very well finished and burst¬ 
ing with neat details, including the engine’s 
inspection covers and machined cylinder fins, 
gold-topped throttle bodies styled to resemble 
carburettors, and smoothly routed, double¬ 
skinned exhaust downpipes. 



The twin comes in two versions. The standard 
Bonneville T120 is painted either red or black 
(two-tone finish costs extra), and has chrome 
on parts including handlebar, front mudguard 
stay, wheel rims, grab-rail and exhaust. The 
Bonneville Black combines matt grey or black 
paintwork with blacked-out finish on all those 
bits, and a brown instead of black seat. 

Either way, the Bonnie continues to look and 
feel good when you throw a leg over the neatly 
upholstered and fairly low seat. The slightly 
incongruous “i” button on the left bar toggles 
the info. The larger grey button on the right 
bar is for selecting either standard Road mode 
or Rain, which gives a less immediate throttle 
response. In either mode the Triumph’s throt¬ 
tle was smooth and precise, combining with 
a light-action clutch and flat torque curve to 
make the bike very easy to ride. 




















"...TRIUMPH SET OUT TO MAKE A BONNEVILLE 
THAT WAS MORE BEAUTIFUL , POWERFUL AND 
CAPABLE. THEY'VE ACHIEVED THAT...AND GAVE IT 
SOME OLD-FASHIONED CHARACTER TOO...." 






TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE 





TEST 


The Bonneville didn’t object to being given 
some revs, just tingling slightly through its 
seat rather than vibrating in traditional Brit- 
twin fashion, before abruptly tagging its lim¬ 
iter just after 7000rpm. On a short straight it 
rapidly put lOOmph on the dial - something 
the previous Bonnie took notably longer to do. 
At that point there’s roughly 20mph more to 
come, although this bike is much more mellow 
than the hard-charging twin from the Sixties. 


It handled well enough to be enjoyable on 
twisty roads, at least after I’d added some 
rear shock preload to minimise the rear end’s 
rather spongy feel, and sharpen the geometry. 
With a dry weight figure of 224kg, an 18-inch 
front wheel, and compliant suspension at both 
ends, the Bonnie is clearly designed for ride 
quality rather than aggressive cornering. 



The bike had initially seemed disappointingly 
soggy but felt distinctly tauter on the higher 
preload setting, and was quicker to change 
direction when requested with a nudge on the 
relatively narrow handlebar. The additional 
ground clearance was welcome, too, although 
the footrests still scraped before the period- 
look Pirelli Phantom Sportscomp tyres ap¬ 
proached their dry-roads limits. 


Braking was one area where this Bonneville 
put its forebears to shame, its combination of 
310mm front discs and twin-pot Nissin cali¬ 
pers giving very up-to-date levels of power and 
feel, backed by a capable ABS system. The 
new, non-adjustable traction control system 
is another modern electronic addition that is 
carefully concealed from view, and waiting in 
the background in case it’s required. 

Some of the Bonnie’s new-found technol¬ 
ogy adds to its practicality, too. Those stylish 
clocks incorporate digital displays including 
a fuel gauge and consumption reading that 
showed the bike averaging just over 50mpg. 
That means the modest 14.5-litre tank is good 
for an adequate 150 miles or more. There’s 
plenty of pillion room and a sturdy grab-rail, a 
USB socket under the seat, and an easily used 
centre-stand. 

There’s also a long list of accessories, from 
extra chromed parts to bench seats and Vance 
& Hines silencers. Perhaps the only real draw¬ 
back is that even in standard form this Bon¬ 
neville (which costs £9600 in the UK) is a fair 
bit more expensive than its predecessor. But 
it justifies the higher price. Triumph set out 
to make a Bonneville that was more beautiful, 
powerful and capable. They’ve achieved that, 
and despite those extra buttons they’ve man¬ 
aged to give it some old-fashioned character 
too. 
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Monster Energy Girls 
By Ray Archer 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
‘On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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